Book reviews
Progress in Medical Genetics, Volume VIII edited by Arthur G Steinberg PhD and Alexander G Beam MD ppvii+319 £9 London: William Heinemann Medical New York: Grune & Stratton 1972 This eighth volume in the series of 'Progress in Medical Genetics' contains a more than usual amount of material of clinical interest. There are chapters on: the genetic basis of resistance to viral infection; the chromosomal origin of some cancers; the great variety of qualitatively deficient enzyme defects that may result from gene mutation; the present status of the prevention of Rh-isoimmunization by the administration of anti-D gamma globulin; the enzyme defects in Tay-Sachs disease and other gangliosidoses; the different genetically determined forms of short stature.
The volume provides an admirable illustration of the range of interest in medical genetics. This is a multiple-author production. Great credit must be given to the joint editors who have so arranged the individual contributions that the various chapters are found to be truly complementary to each other.
Regional variations of the oral mucosa are covered in detail, and the histological picture as seen in man and animal is described. The electron microscope photographs which accompany the text are clear, well labelled, and their reproduction is a credit to the publishers. The basal lamina, the lamina propria, the various fibres found in the latter, the attachment of the epidermis to the underlying connective tissue and the innervation of the mucosa are among the topics dealt with in subsequent chapters.
One of the most stimulating features of the book is the number of occasions when, having reached the frontiers of the existing knowledge, the authors point to the many problems that are still to be solved. With ignorance as yet of the exact role of some of the intracellular structures visualized, the comments which are given have of necessity to be interpretative and somewhat speculative on occasions. However, there is never any hesitation in admitting to this. The authors have researched their appointed topics well, and each chapter concludes with an extensive list of references.
The book makes challenging reading and can be recommended to research workers in the field, to oral anatomists, to specialists in oral medicine, oral pathologists, and dermatologists with an interest in disorders of the oral mucosa. For twenty-two years past the Society for General Microbiology has published the contributions to its annual symposium on a broad subject of general interest in the form of a handsome bound volume in advance of the meeting, which is then devoted to their discussion. Suitable subjects are not inexhaustible, and repetition has now begun: 'Mechanisms of Microbial Pathogenicity' was the title of the 5th symposium. The present volume is 118 pages longer than that of 1955 and five times the price, but follows similar lines, inquiring into the means by which various types of microorganisms produce disease. Bacterial infections get most attention in both volumes, and protozoal and mycotic figure in each, but the present one differs in including five papers on virus infections and one on mycoplasma, which were not considered in 1955, and none on plant pathogens, which were. Some of the earlier papers are in part essays on various aspects of immunity, among which the nature and function of aggressins (for which the name 'impedins' is preferred) are interestingly discussed. During the past seventeen years new techniques have been introduced, and there is a mass of new information of essential interest to workers in this field, which nevertheless provides no complete answer to the main questions involved here. We still do not know why organisms
